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Failure to provide 
timely diagnoses and 
corrective surgery 
resulted in death
Mr. Doe went to the hospital for a simple hernia repair. After 

the surgery, Mr. Doe was in a lot of pain. He was so nauseous 

that he began vomiting. Postoperative fi lms interpreted 

by the radiologists revealed a high-grade small bowel 

obstruction. Unfortunately, the surgeon disagreed with the 

radiologic interpretation. Mr. Doe continued to suffer with 

abdominal pain, nausea, and vomiting.

Despite Mr. Doe’s deteriorating condition and the objective 

radiologic fi ndings, the surgeon chose to “watch and wait” to 

see if Mr. Doe improved. Instead of timely returning him for 

surgery to correct the problem, the surgeon left for the weekend.

While the surgeon was gone and for several days after he 

returned, Mr. Doe continued to complain of severe abdominal 

pain and vomiting. On physical examination, his abdomen 

felt tender and was distended. Additional radiology studies 

confi rmed persistent highgrade small bowel obstruction and 

a severely dilated bowel. Finally, after seven agonizing days, 

the surgeon fi nally returned Mr. Doe to surgery.

Unfortunately, the second surgery occurred too late. The 

ischemic bowel injury resulted in a massive inflammatory 

process leading to organ dysfunction and death. Tragically, 

Mr. Doe left behind a wife and child. The case was settled 

on the eve of trial by Karen Terry, for a confi dential amount 

in seven fi gures. u 
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Beachfront condo in Surfside, Fla., partially  

collapsed killing 98 people, injuring dozens more.

On June 24, 2021, shortly after 1:00 a.m., Champlain Towers 

South (CTS), a 12-story beachfront condominium in Surfside, 

Florida, just north of Miami Beach, partially collapsed. Nine-

ty-eight people died. Four people were rescued from the 

rubble, one of whom died shortly thereafter. Eleven people 

were physically injured and dozens more suffered the trauma 

of near-death experiences. Later that same day, emergency 

responders rescued thirty-five residents from the portion 

of the building that was still standing. Ten days later, the 

remaining structure had to be demolished.

Almost immediately after the tragedy, allegations flew from 

all directions regarding the cause of the collapse and the 

various factors that contributed to the tremendous loss of 

life and property. Responsibility for control of all related 

litigation was assigned to Miami Dade Circuit Court Judge 

Michael Hanzman of the Florida State Courts’ Complex Liti-

gation Division. Within days, an extraordinary process began 

under Judge Hanzman’s close supervision. His first step was 

to call for volunteers willing to work with no guarantee of 

compensation in representing the victims of this unprece-

dented tragedy. Searcy Denney attorney Jack Scarola 

was among the attorneys answering that call. This firm was 

part of the elite group selected by the Court to serve as the 

Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee – the leadership team with 

the responsibility to investigate the causes of the collapse, 

to identify all responsible parties, and to prosecute claims for 

compensation on behalf of all victims. Assisting Mr. Scarola 

in these responsibilities were attorneys Chris Searcy, 

Mariano Garcia, and David Vitale. They were joined 

by senior paralegals Chris Rogers and Nydia Serrano. 

The main contributing factor leading to the collapse – in the 

still-proceeding investigation – is long-term degradation of 

reinforced concrete structural support in the basement-level 

parking garage under the residential units. The degradation 

was due to water penetration and corrosion of the reinforc-

ing steel. These problems were initially reported in 2018 

and found to be “much worse” in April 2021. A $15 million 

remedial works program had been approved before the col-

lapse, but work had not yet begun. At first, a determination of 

responsibility and liability seemed incredibly complex, consid-

ering the many entities involved in decisions concerning the 

structural integrity of Surfside and the eligibility of claimants.

Judge asked for volunteer attorneys 

to represent victims of the tragedy. 

Searcy Denney was included  

in the selection of the  

Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee.

(Continued on page four.)

SDSBS part of team in $1.021 billion class action  

settlement for deadly Florida condominium collapse

Did you know 
you can get your 

Of Counsel 
newsletter issues 
emailed to you? 

All you have to do is
request them by email to:

jgulyamov
@SearcyLaw.com

Marty Thompson (not his real name) was a 25-year-old man 

with a history of Crohn’s Disease since he was 11 years old. 

The disease had been fairly well controlled with appropriate 

medications. Flare-ups of the disease required additional 

medical intervention, but once resolved, Marty resumed 

normal activities.In December 2014, 17-year-old Marty began losing a signifi-

cant amount of weight and was enduring persistent diarrhea 

and abdominal pain. Because of his medical history, his doc-

tors ordered a CT scan with contrast. The reading radiologist 

suggested colitis involving the descending, sigmoid colon 

and rectum. Although 

the scan had also re-
vealed a large abscess 

in the abdominal wall 

muscle, the abscess 

was not reported by 

the radiologist. Thus, 

Marty received no 

medical intervention 

for this critical finding, 

and his health contin-
ued to deteriorate.Early in 2015, Mar-

ty’s gastroenterologist 

recommended that 

Marty be admitted to 

a hospital. His health 

had declined signifi-
cantly, and he was 

now suf fering from 

dehydration along with 

weight loss, pain, and 

diarrhea. Another CT 

scan was performed 

and read by a second 

radiologist who compared that scan with the one from De-

cember 2014. The scans were similar, but the more recent 

scan appeared less significant to the degree of mucosal 

thickening and edema. Once again, no mention was made 

in this second radiologist’s report of the large abscess in 

the abdominal wall and a fistula (or opening) to the colon. 

Marty was consulted by gastrointestinal and infectious 

disease doctors, provided intravenous rehydration, and 

treated for acute Crohn’s colitis. He was discharged after 

nine days without being informed of the CT scan’s critical 

findings regarding the large abscess in his abdomen. 

Three days later, Marty returned to the emergency room of 

the hospital complaining of the pain and diarrhea. He was 

again rehydrated and given pain medication. Prednisone 

was prescribed in addition to his prior Crohn’s disease med-

ications. No CT scans were ordered. Again, the third time, 

Marty returned home without knowledge of, or medical 

intervention for, the abdominal abscess and fistula.

Less than one week later, Marty had to return to the hos-

pital complaining of pain so severe that he had almost lost 

consciousness. A third CT scan was ordered and read by a 
third radiologist, with 

comparisons to the 
earlier (second) CT 

scan. The new radiol-
ogist identified and 

reported the abscess 
noted on both scans 

that suggested ulcer-
ative colitis. Marty was 

now gravely ill due to 
the three-month delay 

in diagnosis and treat-
ment for his condition. 

He now endured sev-
eral months of painful, 

grueling treatments 
and invasive surger-

ies, including multiple 
bowel resections.Seeking help in find-

ing accountability for 
his months’ long suf-

fering and long-term 
health risks, Marty 

and his family contacted Searcy Denney attorney Brian 

Denney. Mr. Denney conducted a detailed investigation 

and filed lawsuits against the hospital and the first two 

radiologists who had failed to diagnose Marty’s clearly 

documented physical ailment. After vigorously litigating 

the case for several years, Mr. Denney was able to reach a 

settlement prior to trial for a confidential amount that will 

help Marty continue a lifetime of qualified health care. u

Two radiologists failed to diagnose a  

clearly documented physical ailment. 

Hospital’s failure to report CT scan information 

causes months of pain and suffering for patient

Marty was now gravely ill due to the  

three-month delay in diagnosis  

and treatment for his condition. 
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Motorcycle dealership failed to  
perform required servicing.

$4 Million settlement  
in motorcycle crash  
permanently disabling  
police officer

On a bright afternoon in March 2020, Police Officer Tom 

Smith (not his real name) was on motorcycle patrol duty in 

Palm Beach County, Florida. The 30-year law enforcement 

veteran, in uniform and helmet, was riding his department-is-

sued motorcycle on a rural highway. There was very little 

traffic, the road was paved and flat, and the officer was trav-

eling about 75 miles per hour. Just as Officer Smith began to 

change lanes, his motorcycle started to wobble and swerve 

all over the road. The officer tried in vain to bring the bike 

under control. Just before it crashed, he was violently thrown 

20 to 30 feet onto the ground.

Passersby – good Samaritans all – quickly pulled over to stop 

traffic and attend to Officer Smith as he lay unconscious in the 

median. Within minutes, the road was shut down and shortly 

thereafter first responders arrived. He was transported by heli-

copter to a nearby hospital in critical condition. An examination 

revealed that he had suffered a subdural hematoma (brain 

bleed), spinal injuries, and multiple other orthopedic damages. 

He began exhibiting cognitive memory problems and behav-

ioral issues. He was in pain every day. He was hospitalized 

for several weeks and remained in in-patient rehabilitation for 

an additional month. As a result of the severe injuries, Officer 

Smith would no longer be able to work in law enforcement.

Following hospitalization and efforts at rehabilitation, Officer 

Smith contacted Searcy Denney attorney Adam Hecht 

and asked the attorney to (Continued on page fifteen.)

    Chiquita Brands  
      International again  
        faces suit over  
          terrorist murders 
              in Colombia
                            Thousands of Colombians have spent 

                                       more than a decade in court fighting to  

                                  hold Chiquita Brands International 

                                           responsible for financially backing 

a terrorist organization that ravaged their country. Even after 

one of the leaders of the terrorist group publicly apologized 

to a grieving family for kidnapping and fatally shooting their 

father, and Colombian government authorities formally 

agreed the terrorist leader was responsible for the murder, 

a United States federal court ruled that the evidence was not 

presented in a form sufficient to link that and other murders 

to the terrorists. The court’s decision to enter judgment in 

favor of Chiquita was appealed and a crucial reversal was 

issued in September 2022. The 11th Circuit Court of Ap-

peals reinstated civil damage claims against Chiquita which 

had already pled guilty to federal criminal charges that it 

had funneled $1.7 million to the Autodefensas Unidos de 

Colombia (AUC) at a time when the U.S. Government had 

designated the AUC as a foreign terrorist organization. That 

designation outlawed all financial transactions between the 

AUC and U.S. companies, resulting in Chiquita paying a $25 

million criminal fine, the largest ever imposed under global 

terrorism sanctions regulations. (Continued on page two.)


